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QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR     December 2017/Issue No. 12 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

Since my last message, much has been accomplished. The full reporting by Member States 

remained to be the highest priority for the Committee. In this perspective, I’m glad to 

inform you that we have received two national reports from Equatorial Guinea and 

Zimbabwe. The total number of States that have provided such reports is now 179 out of 

the 193 Member States. In October, the 1540 Committee’s Group of Experts also 

participated in the national roundtable meeting on reporting, organised with the support of 

the Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD) to 

assist the authorities of Timor-Leste in the drafting of their first 1540 national report. 

 

In accordance with the paragraph 29 of resolution 2325 (2016) that requested “the 1540 

Committee to continue to organize and participate in outreach events on the 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) at the international, regional, sub-regional and, 

as appropriate, national level …”, the Committee continued to conduct outreach activities 

aimed at achieving the objectives the Committee set for itself in 2017. 

 

The 1540 Committee continued to work with the indefectible support of the regional and 

sub-regional organisations to help Member States to develop and advance their voluntary 

1540 National Implementation Action Plans. During this quarter, the 1540 Committee has 

thus received the second voluntary National Implementation Action Plan from Kyrgyzstan, 

while Panama submitted its first plan. The Group of Experts also participated in the 

national round tables aimed to develop new National Implementation Action Plans in 

El Salvador, Guatemala and Guyana, organized with the support of the United Nations 

Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the 

Caribbean (UNLIREC). 

 

The Committee’s Sixteenth programme of Work, recognized the need to promote the 

sharing of experience, including through peer reviews, to evaluate and reinforce effective 

practices, and lessons learned in the effective implementation of the resolution 1540 

(2004). In this regard, peer review meetings between Chile and Colombia held in Colombia 

from 4 to 6 October 2017 and in Chile from 24 to 26 October 2017 constitute a good 

example of a mechanism providing a formal framework to exchange information between 

officials. 

 

With regard to regional and thematic issues, the Committee members and Experts 

participated in events including:  

- The Training Workshop for the Biological Weapons Convention’s (BWC) African 

National Contact Points, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia organised jointly by the African 

Union and the BWC Implementation Support Unit (ISU). This event provided the 

opportunity to highlight the complementary nature of resolution 1540 (2004) and BWC in 

order to help to achieve the objective of biological security in the most cost-effective 

manner. During this event the 1540 Committee Expert also engaged representatives of 

participating States in bilateral discussions to inquire about the updates on the 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), emphasizing the submission of 1540 reports for 

non-reporting States; 

- The 2nd Global Conference on Biological Threat Reduction, held in Ottawa, Canada, 

organised by the World Organisation of Animal Health (OIE). The 1540 Committee Expert 
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gave a presentation on resolution 1540 (2004) obligations related to the biological security 

issues (prohibition, security/physical protection, borders and export controls) with a focus 

on African States implementation and their assistance needs in the biological area; 

- The Seminar on Promoting the Effective Implementation of Resolution 1540 (2004) in 

the Context of Evolving Proliferation Risks and Challenges held in Kyiv, Ukraine. The 

1540 Committee Expert gave presentations on resolution 1540 (2004), 2325 (2016) and 

assistance mechanisms of the 1540 Committee, as well as participated in the discussion on 

the exchange on effective practices of States deriving from their obligations under 

resolution 1540 (2004); 

- The Regional Experts Meeting on the Issues of Implementation of the UN Security 

Council Resolution 1540 (2004) held in Bukhara, Uzbekistan, organised by the 

Organisation on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and Uzbekistan. The Group 

of Experts gave presentations on the effective implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), 

particularly in relation to trade controls, as well as on the results of the 2016 

Comprehensive Review and on the resolution 2325 (2016). It also discussed the progress in 

the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) in Central Asian States and the 

implementation of voluntary 1540 National Actions Plans by the countries in this region; 

- The opening session of the Meeting of State Parties to the Biological Weapons 

Convention, held in Geneva, Switzerland.  The 1540 Committee Expert engaged with the 

participants on the issues relevant to the effective implementation of resolution 1540 

(2004), as well as on the roles of different agencies and non-governmental organisations 

involved in this process. 

 

In a continuation of our efforts to enhance awareness about resolution 1540 (2004) 

requirements, the 1540 Committee’s Group of Experts also participated in the following 

events: 

- The Centre for Energy and Security Studies (CENESS) 2017 Non-Proliferation 

conference held in Moscow, Russian Federation. During the session of a panel on 

“Combatting WMD Terrorism, Ways to Strengthen International Cooperation” the 1540 

Committee Expert delivered a presentation on resolution 1540 (2004), as well as on the 

2016 Comprehensive Review of resolution 1540 (2004) and the adoption of resolution 

2325 (2016). 

- The Fifth 1540 Industry Conference held in Wiesbaden, Germany. The 1540 

Committee Expert moderated sessions and supported the conduct of the conference. She 

developed contacts with the participants from industry and assisted in developing ideas for 

possible future industry government conferences on a global and a regional or sub-regional 

basis. 

 

I will not be able to finish this quarterly message without mentioning the departure of 

several members of the Group of Experts. During the last five years, these six non-

proliferation experts have continued to bring their exceptional skills to the work of the 1540 

Committee. I wish to warmly thank them for their commitment to the cause of resolution 

1540 (2004). I know that the torch will be passed on to the new experts who will be able to 

take up the challenges that stand in their way with the support of the three remaining "old 

ones", who will continue to use their experience in combined effort to promote the 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). 

 

Of course, I also convey to my readers my best wishes for the New Year. 

 

Visit http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/ for detailed information on resolution 1540 (2004) and 

its successor resolutions. 
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